What’s happening?

Repower Balcombe and Low Carbon are proposing to
build a solar farm outside West Hoathly. It could provide
clean power for 1,250 homes, and profits will be
reinvested in the local community.
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About solar farms

A solar farm is a collection of solar panels mounted on
metal frames and anchored to the ground. The panels
produce clean electricity which feeds into the local grid.

Construction

Landscaping & connection

Land use

Most solar farms take from 6-16 weeks to
build. Construction involves assembling
frames, mounting panels, digging trenches
for cabling, installing CCTV cameras and
erecting a perimeter fence. Because solar
farms have no moving parts, they need
minimal on-site maintenance.

Solar farms are connected to the local grid
through an underground cable. Each farm
is landscaped with native hedge plants
and the ground is planted with a rich grass
seed mix to support wildlife. Landscaping
work is typically carried out in the autumn.

Because the solar panels are raised off the
ground, the land can continue to be used
for grazing, and as a wildlife habitat. Solar
farms currently occupy about 450 acres in
Sussex - compared to about 5,600 acres
used for golf courses.

How much power?

1,250

Number of homes
the solar panels
could supply

5 million

Units of clean power
the site could
produce each year

The solar farm could generate about five million units of
clean electricity every year. That’s enough to match the
annual consumption of every home within the yellow
shaded areas on the map below.

5 MW

Max output of the
solar farm in full
sunshine

1,900

Annual hours of
sunshine in Sussex

The panels will be screened by hedgerows around
most of the perimeter, so they will only be visible from
the area inside the red dotted line on the map. Nothing
on the finished site will be more than three metres tall.

Will it be visible?
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The markers on the map correspond to different viewpoint
photographs on the posters next to this one. Each
numbered image shows a view of the site from that location.

V DESCRIPTION

DATE

INITIALS

0m

500m

Sharing the space

1000m

Ramsay & Co
Landscape Architecture

Project Title

Chiddinglye Farm: Proposed Photovoltaic Installation

The panels will be installed with enough room
for sheep
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to graze underneath. The edges of the site will be
carefully managed to support a wide range of important
plants and wildlife.
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Drawing Title

3b
The agricultural land classification of
the site. Without artificial fertiliser, the
land would be grade 4.

Wildflowers will be sown
to help bees and other
pollinators

The perimeter fence will
allow mammals in to
forage and hibernate

Hedgerows will be better
managed to attract birds
and bats

Who’s involved?

A renewable energy co-op run by local
volunteers. Their aim is to install enough
community owned solar panels to match
the electricity needs of every home in
Balcombe, with profits reinvested in the
local community.

The project is being run by the local energy co-op
Repower Balcombe, solar installers Southern Solar and
renewable energy developers Low Carbon.

A leading solar installer that specialises in
designing and installing solar photovoltaic
and solar thermal systems across the
south of England and Wales.

A renewable energy developer that invests
in, owns, and operates renewable energy
projects including solar photovoltaic,
concentrated solar power, wind and
anaerobic digestion.

About solar power

81%

Public support for
solar: more than any
other energy source

120x

Growth in the UK’s
solar capacity since
2008.

Solar power is the UK’s most widely supported energy
source. It works by converting energy from daylight into
clean electricity. Solar panels work best in full sunshine,
but they still produce plenty of power when it’s cloudy.

19%

Fall in the cost of
solar panels since
2012

72g

CO2 from a unit* of
solar power. Gas
emits 400g per unit.

* One kilowatt-hour. Includes energy used to manufacture the solar panels.

